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Diocese relic is from 17th century 


The oldest relic of the Green Bay 
Catholic Diocese has survived fire, Indian 
raids and more than a century of burial in 
a farm field. 

Today, the Perrot Monstrance gleams 
under spotlights at the Neville Public 
Museum. 

The monstrance — a stand used to dis¬ 
play the Host, the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Catholic faith — has been on loan to 
the museum since 1927. The diocese rarely 
uses it for fear of risking loss or damage 
to the artifact. 

The monstrance last was used Dec. 3, 
1994 in Oconto to commemorate the first 
Catholic Mass in the area in 1669. 

Silversmiths fashioned the monstrance 
not long after that first Mass under a 
commission from Nicholas Perrot. Even 
though it is 312 years old, the engraving 
on the base still can be seen. 

In French, it reads: “The soleil (sup- 
burst) was donated by Nicholas Perrot to 
the Mission of St. Francis Xavier in the 
Bay of the Puants (“Bay of the Stinkers”) 
—1686.” 

Perrot, a French trader who served as 
liaison between the French government 
and local Indians, gave the monstrance to 
the Rev. Claude Allouez. By that time, the 
St. Francis Xavier Mission had been 
moved to De Pere. 

Though there were not many settlers, 
most of the traders were French-Canadian 
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and, at least nominally, Catholic. Howev¬ 
er, Allouez worked very hard to bring the 
faith to the native population and had 
many converts. (A statue of Perrot, 


Allouez and an American Indian warrior, 
sits on the lawn of the Brown County 
Courthouse.) 

This silver treasure, 18 inches high and 
topped with silver and gold sunburst, was 
used for only a year. 

In 1687, during an Indian uprising, the 
mission burned down. Tradition holds 
that an American Indian convert risked 
his life to save the monstrance, burying it 
in the ground. 

However, the relic’s would-be protec¬ 
tors either were killed or forgot the loca¬ 
tion. The monstrance was lost for 115 
years. Workers discovered it in 1802 while 
digging a foundation for a house in Green 
Bay. 

By that time, there no longer was a 
Catholic mission in the Green Bay area. 
No priests were permanently assigned 
here, either. The relic became the charge 
of the Langlade/Grignon family, French- 
Canadian-American Indian descendants 
living in the Green Bay and Fox Valley 
areas. 

(Augustine de Langlade is called “the 
father of Wisconsin” and Charles Grignon 
played a part in the Treaty of the Cedars 
that deeded much of the area of northeast 
Wisconsin to the federal government.) 

Various visiting missionaries used the 
monstrance in the ensuing years, saying 

Please see Relic/B-7 
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Museum of Brown County 

From the 1600s: The Perrot 
Monstrance was made by 
silversmiths 312 years ago. 
You can see it at the Neville 
Public Museum. 




■ RELIC 

From B-6 

Masses in family homes. When 
the log church, called St. Francis 
Xavier Chapel, was built by the 
Rev. Gabriel Richard in 1823, the 
monstrance was placed there. 

(The chapel stood near Adams 
and Mason streets in present-day 
Green Bay.) 

Another fire occurred and the 
chapel was abandoned a few years 
later. At that time, the Green Bay 
area was under the church juris¬ 
diction of the Detroit Diocese, so 
the missionary priests here decid¬ 
ed the monstrance would be safer 
in Detroit. 

It stayed at St. Anne’s Church 
in Detroit until 1838. Then a 
priest from Green Bay, the Rev. 
Florimund Bonduel, visited the 
church and recognized the relic. 
He purchased it for $26 and 
returned the Perrot. Monstrance 
to its rightful home in Green Bay. 

Article submitted by Patricia 
Kasten, Brown County History 
Society. 





